
2330 South Quincy Street 
Arlington, VA 22204 

November 12, 2018 
Zoning Administration 
Planning Division 
Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development 
Arlington County 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, 10th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Metta Montessori School Use Permit 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter supports the Use Permit filing of the Metta Montessori School for expansion 
of its existing school to a new location within the Columbia Pike neighborhood. 
 
Metta Montessori proposes to move from 1012 South Cleveland Street to 1022 South 
Highland Street. In its new location Metta Montessori School will continue to serve the 
community as a licensed Montessori school providing Montessori instruction for children 
age 1 – 12 years.  
 
 
Metta provides an authentic Montessori education, delivered in a practical model for full-
time working families. This has resonated with the values of Arlington families who have 
high expectations in the arena of education but also seek full-time 8 am to 6 pm, all-year 
childcare in a safe and caring environment. In the 6 years we have been in operation we 
have increased our capacity to 64 children, grown our staff exponentially, are fully 
enrolled, and have a robust waitlist. 
 
Within its walls, Metta Montessori forms its own community of children, families, and 
staff, but we are also vested in the larger community surrounding us.  Our children 
interact with the seniors at the Walter Reed community center and we support the Patrick 
Henry Elementary School annual Snowflake drive. We also have close partnerships with 
our neighboring businesses Pentagon MMA and Sierra Pools.   
 
Chris Perera, M Ed., is the director of Metta Montessori School. She has been a 
Montessori teacher for over thirty years, with thirteen of those years being for Arlington 
Public Schools. Our key staff members have been with us from the very beginning and 
are committed for the long run. They are graduates of Arlington Public Schools and long 
time residents of Arlington. We provide great benefits and growth opportunities for our 
staff and consider them vital to realizing our vision. 
 
With this core group of great staff, our loyal parent community, and the support of the 
local civic associations, Metta hopes to expand its scope of offerings. We propose to offer 
more classes for younger students and extend all the way through elementary school. We 



are buoyed in these plans by our waitlist and the strong interest shown by parents in the 
expansion of the school, which will allow us to serve many more in the future.  
Following are logistics related to the project: 
 

1. The new is located just three blocks away from our existing residence, at 1022 
South Highland Street. The property is made up of three brick houses, which are 
zoned commercial and residential and are surrounded by commercial properties 
on all sides (except for the Axumite Village project coming up to the left). We 
plan to keep the houses as they are and renovate them.  

2. We have given significant thought to providing easier, quicker, and safer student 
transport as well as not unduly inconvenience our neighbors. We will incorporate 
a driveway and parking so that we can provide off street drop-off and pickup. Our 
morning drop-off is extended between 8-9 am. Pickup times vary by program in 
the afternoon. Starting at 3 pm parents drop in for pick up until 6 pm when we 
close. There will be 8 staff/parent parking spaces on site and additional parking 
will be provided off site 

3. The property will be fully fenced and will have a large outdoor play area, which 
the children will use in groups between 8 am – 6 pm. 

 
 
Metta Montessori School respectfully requests approval of this Use Permit. The Douglas 
Park Civic Association, within whose boundaries the proposed new location lies, and the 
Auxmite Village have both been contacted regarding letters of support. Current Metta 
families and prospective families have both expressed a strong interest in our expansion 
which will enable to serve many more families.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Perera 

Director 

Metta Montessori School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 





 

 

For parents driving from outside of the neighborhood – preferred circulation route: 

1) Enter S Highland from Columbia Pike 
2) Pick-up/drop-off one way only on 1022 site 
3) Two exit routes: 

a. Back to Columbia Pike 
b. Down 11th St S to lighted intersection at S Walter Reed 
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