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The 30*" Annual
Douglas Park
Fourth of July

Parade and Picnic

The parade kicks off at 10.00 am, Wednesday, July 4 in Monroe
Park (South Monroe and 14th Street South) and continues to to
Douglas Park at South Quincy and 16th Street South.

Picnic in Douglas Park until 2.00 pm

Prizes for best parade floats, decorated bikes and costumes!

Free Moonbounce, Superslide, Dunk Tank and Sno-Cones at
Douglas Park!

Music by Douglas Park Musicians!
Please bring a food dish to share.

Hot dogs and water will be provided free.

Details on page 2

Detalles en la pdgina dos

El 30° anual desfile y
comida campestre de
barrio de Douglas Park
del Dia de Independencia

Desfile comienza a las 10.00 horas el 4 de julio del parque de
Monroe (calles Monroe sur y 142 sur) al parque de Douglas (calles
Quincy sur y 163 sur).

Comida campestre (Picnic) en el parque de Douglas hasta las
14.00h.

2012
iPremios para mejor flotas, bicicletas adornadas y disfraces!
iBrinca brinca y raspados gratis en el parque de Douglas!
iMiisica por los miisicos de barrio de Douglas Park!

Por favor trae un plato para compartir.

Perros calientes y agua estaran gratis.

Douglas Park noticias

junio 2012
REUNION DE LA ASOCIACION CIVICA

La reunién de la asociacién civica sera el 19 de junio a las
19.30 a Café Sazon, 4704 Columbia Pike. jAtienda por
favor!

your
neighborhood.

Join the Douglas Park Civic Association.

Annual dues are only $1S per household!

NEXT DPCA MEETING

The next meeting of the Douglas Park Civic Association will be
held Tuesday evening, 19 June 2012, at 7.30p at Café Sazon,
4704 Columbia Pike (near Goodwill at Columbia Pike and South
Buchanan Street.) You can park in that lot or by the recycling
center if you drive.

Please see the meeting agenda on page 3.
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DOUGLAS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION « ARLINGTON, VA
MEETING CALENDAR

The Association meets on the third Tuesdays of February, April, June, September
and November at 7.30p. Meeting dates and locations are subject to change;

up-to-date information is available at http://www.douglasparkca.org/ or in the
Douglas Park Neighbor News.

NExT REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday evening, 19 June 2012 at 7.30p at Café Sazon, 4704 Columbsia Pike (near
Goodwill at Columbia Pike and South Buchanan Street.) Please see the full agenda
in the ‘President’s Corner’ column in this issue of the Douglas Park Neighbor News.
All are welcome.

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE
PRESIDENT

John Snyder, 703.892.2887, jusnyderS4@comcast.net
VIcE PRESIDENT

Chris Worden, christopher.m.worden@gmail.com
TREASURER

Al Fox, alfox.dpca@verizon.net
SECRETARY

Annette Pigott, Annette.Pigott@verizon.net
AT LARGE

Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net
RANDOLPH LiAISON

Rita Wiggins, 703.521.472S, rita.wiggins@apsva.us
PArRks COMMITTEE

Marty Nielsen, 703.979.8777, mrtynlsn@gmail.com
TrAFFIC COMMITTEE

Open. To volunteer, contact John Snyder at jusnyderS4@comcast.net
PARKING LiAlsON

Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION DELEGATES
John Snyder, 703.892.2887, jusnyderS4@comcast.net
Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net
Debbie Falco, 703.919.5131, falcodl@verizon.net

Civic FEDERATION DELEGATES
Linda Dye, 703.979.6276, wvwcdyels@starpower.net
Reid Goldstein, 703.697.4941, reidgoldstein@gmail.com
Rebecca Krafft, 703.553.4140, rebecca_krafft@hotmail.com

DOUGLAS PARK NEIGHBOR NEWS
EpitoriaL, DEsIGN AND LAYouT

Adam Henderson, 703.608.8615, douglaspark.news@gmail.com
ADVERTISING SALES

Adam Segel-Moss, douglaspark ADS@yahoo.com
DisTrIBUTION

Jamie Daly, 703.521.4567, jamie22204@yahoo.com
SPANISH TRANSLATION

Open. To volunteer, contact Adam Henderson at douglaspark.news@gmail.com
WEBMASTER

Adam Henderson, douglaspark.news@gmail.com
ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION

Vs page (business card)—$3$ V3 page—$115

Y4 page—$65 Full page—$210
Multi-issue prepayment discounts and inserts are available. Email Adam
Segel-Moss for more information, specifications and payment instructions.

UPCOMING DOUGLAS PARK NEIGHBOR NEWS DEADLINES

Articles and Adverts Due Distribution
Issue 86.04: Fri 31 Aug 2012 Sat/Sun 15/16 Sept 2012
Issue 86.0S: Fri 2 Nov 2012 Sat/Sun 17/18 Nov 2012

DOUGLAS PARK ON THE WEB
WEBSITE LisTSERV
http://www.douglasparkca.org/ Send email to
douglaspark-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Facesook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Douglas-Park-Arlington-VA/133420103436696

Fourth of July Parade and
Picnic

by John Snyder

t’s time for the Big Event. The Fourth of July Parade and

Picnic is coming again on, you guessed it, July 4th. We
gather at Monroe Park for the parade by 1oam in our finest
patriotic garb, with decorated bikes, costumes and parade
floats. Judging for best costumes, bikes and floats starts
at 1o, with the parade starting out at 10:30 on 14th Street,
marching through the streets or our fair town to Douglas
Park.

The picnic will feature music by the Constituents and a
reading of the Declaration of Independence; a water slide,
moonbounce and hundreds of the nicest neighbors you
would ever want to see. The Civic Association will provide
water, hot dogs for grilling, and tables on which you can
place your finest pot luck recipes. We will pack up the
amusements and instruments by 2pm.

How can I help? First, make sure you pay your DPCA
dues, as we need dues to fund the rented amusements,
hotdogs and water. Second, bring a side dish, salad or
dessert to share. Third, you can help by grilling hot dogs
or watching over the moonbounce. To volunteer for a
shift, please contact DPCA vice president Chris Worden at

Present this coupon for $1 off
each pound of BBQ ordered.

Serving our famous
Pork BBQ, BBQ Beef and Ribs!

Saturdays through October
10:30am — 1:30pm

3507 Columbia Pike
Place orders at www.ShaffersBBQ.com
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christopher.m.worden@gmail.com. Fourth, you can help set
up at Douglas Park, starting at 8am the day of the event,
or in Monroe Park, also starting at 8am that morning. We
have folks who make it a tradition to lead the set up and
decorating. Just show up to help out. Many hands make
for light work. Fifth, as you enjoy the picnic, make sure
the trash and recyclables make it all the way to their proper
disposal spots. Sixth, you can help take down and clean
up, starting about 2pm.

Happy Birthday America! See you at the parade and picnic.

DPCA News

NEXT ASSOCIATION MEETING
TUESDAY EVENING 19 JUNE

by John Snyder

ur next Douglas Park Civic Association meeting will
be on Tuesday 19 June at 7.30pm at Café Sazon, 4704
Columbia Pike, next to Goodwill. On the agenda:

* Parade and Picnic planning;

* Update from county transport statf on ART bus
changes;

 Update on the 12th Street South ‘bicycle boulevards’
design to enhance biking opportunities parallel to the
Pike;

* Traffic island and post office berm maintenance—we
need to take care of these spots—who will keep us on
task?

UPDATE ON OUR LAST MEETING

* Chris Worden was elected DPCA vice president.
Congratulations Chris,and thank you for volunteering!

* Chani Wiggins was appointed as representative to the
county’s Community Development Citizens Advisory
Committee, to advise the county on allocation of
community development grants. Thank you Chani!

* Review of the Columbia Pike Neighborhoods plan—
see more in the president’s column. Now is the time
for you to make your views known to the county board.

NEwS AROUND THE '‘HooD

he county has a website devoted to Columbia Pike
initiatives. The place to start looking for information
about the Pike is http://www.columbiapikeva.us.

* Rosenthal Site Project. The county board approved the
Pike 3400 project on the Rosenthal car dealership site
on the southwest corner of South Glebe Road and
Columbia Pike. It will include a six story building on
the block next to the Pike, with 44 townhouses on the

DOUGLAS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION « ARLINGTON, VA
MEMBERSHIP FORM—FY 2013

MARCH 2012 — FEBRUARY 2013

I D ENCLOSED ARE MY ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD DUES OF $15.00

1 D |"'M/WE'RE DONATING THE ADDITIONAL AMOUNT OF $

I |:| A CHECK FOR $

I |:| Fourth of July Picnic and Parade
1 D Holiday Fund Drive

IS ENCLOSED

PLEASE PRINT
Name

Street Address (incl Apt No)

Arlington, VA 22204

Email

I'D LIKE TO HELP WITH:
I:lElection Day Bake Sale

D Writing newsletter articles

I |:| Call me any time and I'll see if I can help

[
I
[
[
[
I
[
L

MAIL YOUR CHECK, PAYABLE TO ‘DPCA’, ALONG WITH THIS FORM TO:

Treasurer, Douglas Park Civic Association
1609 South Quincy Street
Arlington, VA 22204-5051

Thank you!

_%< _________________

south block, next to the post office. Access for vehicles
will be through a driveway to the Pike on the west
side, next to the bank and through 12th Street South at
South Glebe Road.

* Pike Road Construction. The county has awarded a
contract to finish the streetscape improvements on
the Pike between Four Mile Run and South Wakefield
Street. The project had to stop because underground
structures differed from what was shown on records.
It will include a left turn lane at South Four Mile Run
Drive, and into the small shopping center on the
north side of the Pike. It will also straighten out the
intersection at South Buchanan Street and South Four
Mile Run Drive (minor).

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Home Phone (incl Area Code) I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1

* Pike Streetscape Planning. Planning for the Pike roadway
and sidewalks is moving from concepts to engineering.
It will establish a standard five lane roadway, with
left turn lanes at most intersections and medians
in between. For more information, see http://www.
pikemultimodal.com.

Find us on

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Douglas-Park-Arlington-VA/133420103436696
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Call Today for Your Answer to:

Interior Remodeling
Bathrooms = Basements = Kitchens
Drywall Repair & Painting
ADA Compliance = And More

Exterior Remodeling
Roofing = Windows = Siding
~ Trim Cladding = Rotted Wood
@ __ Repairs = And More

_ Quality
Craftsr:n}anshlp

5-Year Warranty

<>
Outstanding
Service

<,703-906-6525

/ solutionsofva@gmail.com

Alex Hamilton, Owner
Class A License & Insured

SAVE A LIFE.
Adopt a Cat or Dog!

Based in Arlington, VA (Douglas Park),
Homeward Trails rescues an average of 1,600
homeless cats and dogs annually and finds them
loving temporary and permanent homes in
the DC area.

Visit www.homewardtrails.org to find out about
adopting, fostering and volunteering.

The trail home starts with you!

Pike Neighborhoods Plan
THOUGHTS ON THE DRAFT PLAN
by John Snyder

he Arlington County Board is scheduled to decide at its

21 July 2012 meeting whether to adopt the Columbia
Pike Neighborhoods Plan prepared by county staff.
This plan has been under consideration and discussion
among Pike neighborhood representatives (including
Douglas Park’s) for many months. This document will
set the policy to be adopted. Then county staff will draft
formal ordinances based on that policy, including a new
form-based code for the residential areas along the Pike,
similar to the Form Based Code adopted years ago for
the commercial areas near the main intersections. The
draft plan is available at http://www.columbiapikeva.us/
revitalization-story/columbia-pike-land-use-housing-study,/.
Below is a shortened version of my comments on the plan
which I have sent to county staff. Now is the time for you
to present your views to the county board. Whether you
agree or disagree with my comments, the board should
hear from you, the sooner the better. This is an ambitious
plan proposing a lot of changes for our neighborhood.
You can send comments to the county board by email to
countyboard@arlingtonva.us. Make sure you identify the
subject as the Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Plan.

* TRANSPORTATION

A new 12th Street South from South George Mason
Drive to South Glebe Road. The community is
adamant that 12th Street South not connect through
Doctors Run Park from South George Mason Drive to
South Quincy Street. It would pose to safety of children
walking to school on South Quincy Street, destroy
parts of the park and woodlands, and increase traffic
on 12th Street South and the rest of the neighborhood.
County staff have indicated that an alternative
connection of 11th Street South to South George
Mason Drive, continuing with the planned new 11th
Street South will be proposed. If 11th Street South is
to be connected through, consideration still needs to
be given to the dangers of encouraging cut through
traffic by that route. Quebec, Westmont and Oakland
apartments are full of families, and presumably would
be in the future. 11th Street South should not be
allowed to become a Pike bypass.

12th Street South at South Glebe Road needs to be
carefully considered before any plan is made to connect
through to South Monroe Street adjacent to the post
office. Concerns are impacts on 12th Street South,
more traffic on South Monroe and South Quincy
Streets (near the school), and encouraging cut-through
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Electrical Services
For Home and Business

Attic Fans Circuits & Outlets
Landscape Lighting Security Lighting
Ceiling Fans Service Calls

(703) 922-0306
www.MisterSparkyASAP.com

703-280-1719

R o ld phughes1967@gmail.com

e ul www.rebuildwarehouse.org
ReBuild promotes reuse and recycling of quality used building
materials at discounted prices
Area’s largest supplier and installer of reclaimed oak flooring
Periodic Specials - Complete kitchens, lumber, appliances
Trains at-risk workers in green collar jobs
Offers environmental sustainability workshops

A tax deductible community nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

In addition to Kindergarten through 8th grade educational program-
Qur Savior
Lutheran School

is adding a

Pre- Kindergarten!

Coming this fall
3 days a week
8:30 -11:30AM

8235 South Taylor Street
Arlington, VA 22204
703-892-1816

osva.org
Call for a tour or drop by anytime.

traffic on the very narrow section of 12th Street South
east of South Glebe Road. All the impacts of such a
connection must be considered and addressed before
a policy decision is made. (Connecting the new 11th
Street South to South Monroe Street as shown in the
Form Based Code would provide additional circulation
for the frontage block on the Pike, without pushing
traffic deeper into the neighborhood.) In addition,
it should be noted that lack of a connection was an
important commitment to the neighbors west of the
post office during the post office site plan process.

* STREETCAR LINE

This plan—and all discussions surrounding it—assume
that the streetcar line will be built. Without it, the Pike
and the neighborhoods simply cannot accommodate
the additional transportation needs of residents of
6000 additional apartments on the Pike projected by
this plan, in addition to increased traffic from other
sources outside this plan. The streetcar alternatives
analysis projects that when it opens, it will attract
about 10,000 more riders per day than the current
bus service. The rider and transit demand projections
go up from there, but do not include the residents of
the 6000 new apartments in this plan. Without high
quality, high capacity transit that people will actually
choose, the Pike and surrounding neighborhoods

cannot add thousands more people, and thousands
more cars.

PARKING RATIOS

The parking ratio proposed in UF 12 on page 4.5 of
the Plan, needs further definition. It calls for a ratio
of 0.825 parking spaces per apartment for affordable
units, in certain cases. This is 0.7 per unit, with visitor
parking of one space per eight units (o.125). Thiswould
be instead of the typical ratio of 1.125. This ratio would
apply only when a new project exceeds the thresholds
for affordable housing necessary to take advantage of
higher density, so it is an incentive instead of a flat
allowance, as previously proposed. But it does not say
by how much the ratio must be exceeded to earn this
incentive--that point needs to be defined. The premise
that affordable apartment complexes on Columbia
Pike are over-parked and have unused capacity is
flat wrong, based on our experience here in Douglas
Park—including some very unpleasant experience—
where we currently have more than 2000 units of
affordable housing. Douglas Park and most adjacent
neighborhoods already have permit parking, or are in
the process of applying for it, due to overflow parking
from the apartments and businesses along the

CONTINUED ON P 6
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RE/MAX Allegiance

3315 Lee Highway

Arlington, VA 22207

#1 Selling RE/MAX in the World!!

Thinking of selling?

According to Real Estate Business Intelligence, the DC area has the lowest ‘for sale’ inventory in seven years. Not since the hot real
estate market of 2005 has the inventory in the DC area been this low.
attracting a large number of homebuyers to the marketplace. When you decide to sell your property, identifying the most qualified
REALTOR® can have a substantial impact on your home’s days-on-market and final sale price.

I have been specializing in the Arlington market for over ten years and | am also a thirteen-year resident of the Douglas Park community.
When you are ready to take the first step toward selling your property, call or email me, and I'll get started working for you!

Some of the services | provide to my clients:

1. Preparing the home for the marketplace by leveraging staging services

2. Custom brochures
3. Maximizing Internet exposure
4. Tons of pictures

5. Networking with my extensive group of professional real estate contacts

6. Virtual Tour
7. Open Houses

“Your Neighborhood Realtor”

Keri O’Sullivan, ABR, GRI
Associate Broker, NVAR Top Producer
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Office: 703.522.1940
Cell: 703.395.4099
Keri@OSullivanProperties.com
www.OSullivanProperties.com
Licensed in VA & DC

O’SUQIVAN

PROPERTIES, INC.

Real Estate Consultants

In addition, interest rates are still at an all-time low and this is

“HIGHEST OVERALL SATISFACTION
rol HOME SELLERS AND HOME BUYERS AMONG
NATIONAL FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE FIRMS”

‘@

\| T == \I:

EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR  opporTUNITY

Pike Neighborhoods Plan

THOUGHTS ON THE DRAFT PLAN

CONTINUED FROM P §

Pike today. If the parking demand decreases when
transit upgrades are actually built, the ratio can be
re-considered. But it won't be possible to add more
parking to new buildings that have already been built
with too little.

[ estimate that the cost savings for a new project
by reducing the parking ratio would be about
three percent overall, assuming a parking space
(underground) would be about 10% of the overall cost
of an apartment unit, and no space would be required
for 30% of the units. That is a small savings compared
to the potential impact on the neighborhood.

* NEW DENSITY AND AFFORDABILITY PRESERVATION
RATIO

This plan proposes major changes in density in
exchange for preservation of affordable housing
along the Pike. Density is not desired for its own sake,
but brings rental income that can make other uses,
like ground floor retail, viable. While many people
along the Pike oppose additional density regardless
of benefits that can come with it, the community has

shown openness to density if it also brings benefits,
and preservation of affordable housing is generally
considered beneficial by Pike residents.

Let’s be clear. Most Arlington residents oppose
increasing density in their neighborhoods. Most
Arlington residents oppose affordable housing in their
neighborhoods. But the Pike community is talking
about adding density in their own neighborhoods for
the benefit of keeping affordable housing in their own
neighborhoods—and large amounts of both. If we
are to add density, the payoff has to be worth it. The
payoff in this draft plan—20% affordable units within
the newly allowed development rights—seems too
small. Requiring 20% of the units overall, both within
the new and the existing development rights, seems
more appropriate.

* PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT SITES

Quebec Apartments

Quebec Apartments were redeveloped not long ago,
dedicating committed affordable units. The Douglas
Park community supported that re-development,
including additional density in the form of expanded
apartment sizes, and the preservation of affordable
housing it entailed. There is no compelling reason
to change the status quo on this site. It is pleasant,
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7% ~HOME ENERGY MEDICS

Prescriptions for Better Home Comort, Health, & Energy Savings

Energy Audits, Insulation, Air Sealing

Tired of being uncomfortable?
We can help you beat the heat!
Reduce your heating bills now!

5 703.447.5379
= HomeEnergyMedics.com

historical, a good neighbor and already preserves
affordable housing. The neighborhood sought not just
preservation of affordable housing, but preservation
of the buildings and the setting. On this site, we
have already achieved the goals of the plan, so we
should stop. Quebec apartments should be preserved,;
incentives to re-develop should be removed from the
plan.

* HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Barcroft Apartmentsare shownin thisplan as ‘essential’
for historic preservation. The community did not
participate in this designation and to my knowledge,
no one in the neighborhood sought it. While parts
of the complex would be open for redevelopment,
consistent with affordable housing preservation,
other areas could not be redeveloped, meaning the
housing would either continue to deteriorate with age,
or be refurbished in the same configuration, driving
out affordability, without addressing inadequate
parking, lack of amenities or community benefits, and
other issues. Development rights are an important
community asset. The county apparently plans to
use this asset without any benefit flowing to the
community.

* POLICY DIRECTIVES

The policy directives stated on page 4.3 should in
most cases be applied to the county generally. While
many elements of the plan are site specific, affordable
housing policy should be consistent across the county,
unless the goal is to discourage preservation in parts of
the county other than Columbia Pike, and encourage
preservation only on the Pike. Directives should be
county-wide, particularly regarding streamlining of
permitting. H.5 and H.6 regarding increased density
and infill development should be county-wide, with
focus on site-specific issues, as in the NP draft. Some
say these policies are intended to be county wide. The
document should say so expressly.

* PUBLIC LAND

H.9, regarding sites owned by the county, should be
county-wide, noting that there is no publicly owned
property on the Pike that should be converted to
housing. We need our parks to be parks, and we
already lack a plan to deal with school capacity
issues. Converting needed land to other uses would
be counterproductive. (The element of this directive
regarding faith-based institutions should be dropped,
as development is no more or less appropriate because
the land was once owned by a faith-based institution.
They should be treated like any other property owner.)

* TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS

UF.2, regarding bonus density for transfer of
development rights needs to be clarified. Only the
bonus density sites identified in this NP document
should be considered for bonus density to receive
the transfer of development rights. (It seems clear in
the context of the whole document, but needs to be
expressly stated.) Other sites not on Columbia Pike
should also be identified for transfer of development
rights. Therights for areas like the Barcroft Apartments
would be huge and just can’t fit on the Pike alone. Nor
should they—affordable housing preservation is an
Arlington issue—Columbia Pike should not be the
only solution.

* SCHOOLS

UF.8 on page 4.5 is appropriate to ensure that there
will be schools for the children of the families in up to
6000 new homes. But the actual plan for dealing with
school capacity is missing. The NP draft finally states
the problem—r1100 new students on the Pike over and
above all other growth in student population—

CONTINUEDON P 8



PAGE 8 ® SATURDAY 16 JUNE 2012

Thanks for waiting! We’ll see you soon!

TAQUERIA

lOBI.ANO

SAE TAG "0" Tk F@WN

Authentic LA style / regional Mexican food and drink

2401 Columbia Pike Arlington, VA 22204
703-271-8979

Pike Neighborhoods Plan

THOUGHTS ON THE DRAFT PLAN

CONTINUED FROM P 7

but does not identify any solutions. Land needs to
be set aside for schools for the student population
growth. School population growth on the Pike needs
to be part of the APS capital budget considerations—
it is not now. Presently, Arlington Public Schools is
considering some sort of magnet program for one of
the only open sites near the Pike (adjacent to Carlin
Springs Elementary). This would not only take away
one of the only open sites near the Pike, APS can also
be expected to establish admission policies to restrict
Pike residents from attending, instead favoring
residents from more affluent neighborhoods (as it does
now with several other magnet schools). All magnet
schools must be available to Pike residents on an equal
basis as residents of the rest of the county.

* AFFORDABLE HOUSING ONLY ON THE PIKE

There is a widely held view in Arlington (among those
who do notlivein 22204) favoring ‘affordable housing
onlyonthePike.” Intheirview, only affordable housing
should be allowed on the Pike, and affordable housing
should be allowed on the Pike only. This document
does not contain such a statement, but it should

not be an underlying assumption that the future of
the Columbia Pike area should be dedicated solely
to affordable housing preservation, and affordable
housing preservation should be dedicated solely to the
Columbia Pike area. The Pike needs many things, not
just affordable housing, to be a more viable, thriving,
livable community. And affordable housing should be
promoted in all of Arlington, not just Columbia Pike,
according to the same criteria. Density, transportation,
public space, financing tools (and their cost) are issues
everywhere. The answer to those questions should not
change because the land is on the Pike.

Post Office Berm Cleanup
LONDON SQUARE ACCEPTS THE CHALLENGE
By Andrew M Johnson

outh Monroe Street has recently been re-landscaped by

Arlington County. As noted by DPCA President John
Snyder, ongoing maintenance that needs to be performed
is likely to be done by neighborhood volunteers. Three of
London Square’s 44 townhouses face South Monroe St.
The London Square Homeowners Association, asa member
of the DPCA, has recruited a few good volunteers from
its ranks to keep the berm clear of trash and weeds. This
involves trash pickup and an occasional weed spraying.
Everyone, of course, is welcome to join us in this project.
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Local Resident Appeals
for Lost Cat

REWARD OFFERED
by Pam Constable

To everyone in the greater Douglas Park area - This is
a final and desperate appeal for any information or
help about my little lost cat, Sheba. She is a small, agile,
brownish cat with pretty markings and fur like a rabbit. She
is just under a year old, curious and adventuresome and
tull of life. She got out of the house on the night of May
6 and never returned. Her home is at the corner of 14th
Street South and South Pollard Street. She was not wearing
a collar and she is skittish around strangers, but she does
answer to her name. She has a tiny miaow like a kitten’s.

Sheba came home with me from a trip to Afghanistan last
fall, and she immediately lit up my home with her plucky
spirit and joie de vivre. In the day, she would race around
the house in an exuberant young frenzy, bounding across
tables and shelves and scattering everything in her wake. At
night, she would curl up proprietarily on my neck and fall
into a deep sleep. I miss her terribly, and I still find myself
waking up late at night and checking the front porch in
case she is waiting there.

[ dearly hope someone has found Sheba and given her a
good home, but I fear she encountered a much worse fate
soon after escaping. I have not totally given up hope,
although each day her absence seems to grow deeper and
more permanent. If you see or hear anything that could
shed light on her whereabouts, please contact me at
constablepam@hotmail.com or at 703.577.4460. 1 did offer
a reward for her in the many posters I circulated, and of
course that still stands. Thanks to those of you who called
or messaged with possible sightings of Sheba. Please don’t
give up. If anyone has her, please bring her back or at least
let me know she is safe. Thank you.

Local Students Attend Intel
ISEF 2012

By Louise Mitchell

ouglas Park’s Catie Mitchell along with partner Andrea

Green, also from Arlington, attended Intel ISEF
(International Science and Engineering Fair) 2012 in May,
winning 4th place in the
Environmental  Science
Category. Their project,
entitled ‘Assessing Oil
Spill Cleanup: Ecological
Ramifications of
Chemical  Treatments’
tested the impact of
chemicals currently used
in oil spill remediation.
Catie and Andrea attend
HB  Woodlawn High
School.  Their project
won the Grand Prize at
our Regional Science
Fair, then placed first at the
Virginia state competition to win a trip to Intel!

Catie Mitchell g
Andrea Green (right) at Intel ISEF 2012.

left) and

Congratulations!

Douglas Park Sign Uncovered
CLEANUP AT WALTER REED DR AND S RANDOLPH ST
By A R Henderson

n the afternoon of Saturday 2 June, a few volunteers

from the neighborhood gathered at the corner of
South Walter Reed Drive and South Randolph Street to
try to discover what was hidden behind the small forest
at the center of the traffic island. In an hour and a half,
we managed to remove a large mulberry, and several
honeysuckle bushes, trim the crapemyrtles, mulch and
plant a few annuals as well as touch up the paint on the
Douglas Park sign. Thank you to Kate, Rich and Bruce
for helping me with this project. It’s nice to see the

neighborhood sign back in shape to complement the new
paving on South Randolph Street.

Kate Pernia (left) and
Bruce Marshall (right) at the sign before and after cleanup.
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