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DPCA Holiday Fund Drive Results

2008 EFFORT RAISES NEARLY $3,000

he wonderful neighbors of Douglas Park once again showed their

commitment to the community by generously contributing to the
Holiday Fund Drive. At last count, we had received almost $3,000 in
donations.

The program benefits needy students at Randolph Elementary School.
Each year DPCA works with the counselor and teachers at Randolph to
identify families at the school who are in severe financial need. This
year four families with a total of twelve children and seven adults were
named. Each family was given a treasure trove of necessities and special
treats that were purchased with the money collected.

As needed, each child received clothes, underwear, socks, coats, and
shoes. In addition, they were given books, toys, games and other wish
list items. Parents also received clothes and household goods such as
towels, pots and pans and blankets. The families were very grateful for
the gifts and sent thank you cards to express their appreciation.

The sentiments included:

‘Thank you for the things that you sent us.
perfect.’

All the things were

«Muchisimas gracias por el soporte que dan alas familias necesitadas
que Dios los bendiga y los llene de bendiciones». (‘Many thanks
for the support that you have given the families in need; may God
bless you.”)

‘Thank you! jMuchisimas gracias! I will never forget this for the
rest of my life.’

Thank you to everyone who so generously contributed despite the
difficult economic times that many are experiencing. Thanks also to
the counselor, Gina Capella, and staff at Randolph who identified the
families to help and collected wish lists and sizes to assist the shoppers.
Thanks to Traci Pietra, Kate Sinkins, Julie Wilson, Rita Wiggins and their
families who found time to shop and wrap for others during the hectic
holiday season. Thanks to all those who helped with preparation of fliers
and envelopes, to the dedicated newsletter deliverers, and a final, special
appreciation to DPCA president, John Snyder, and treasurer, Linda Dye
who are an essential part of every success that DPCA realizes.

Douglas Park noticias febrero 2009

LAS DONACIONES PARA LA NAVIDAD AYUDARON A CUATRO FAMILIAS

Gracias a todos de Douglas Park por juntar acerca de $3,000 para
ayudar a cuatro familias con necesidades en el vecindario para la
Navidad.

ELECCIONES PARA FUNCIONARIOS PARA LA ASOCIACION CiVICA

Vamos a tener elecciones para la asociacion civica para funcionarios
nuevos el 17 de febrero a las 19.30 horas en las estacion de bomberos
numero 9 (Walter Reed y calle 19 sur) Se puede nominar a cualquier
persona para los posiciones. John Snyder es candidato para presidente,
David Meistrich es candidato para vice presidente, Linda Dye es
candidata para tesorera. Annette Pigott es candidata para la posicion
de secretaria. Contactase con John Snyder 703.892.2887 o jvsnyders4@
comcast.net para hacer una nominacion para uno de los puestos.

DOUGLAS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION
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DPCA Meeting Topics

ELECTION OF OFFICERS TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 17, 2009

he annual election of Douglas Park Civic Association officers will be

held at our next general membership meeting on Tuesday, February
17 at 7.30 pm at Walter Reed Fire Station 9 at the corner of South
Walter Reed Drive and 19th Street South. Our current slate of officers,
John Snyder (President), David Meistrich (Vice President), Linda Dye
(Treasurer) and Annette Pigott (Secretary) have agreed to serve another
year and are running for re-election. Nominations are open—if you
would like to nominate someone (including yourself) please contact
John Snyder (jvsnyders4@comcast.net or 703.892.2887) to make the
nomination. Please come to participate in the election.

A representative from the County Neighborhood Conservation staff
will join us at the February 17 meeting to discuss updating our Douglas
Park Neighborhood Conservation plan. This plan lays out our common
vision for the neighborhood in the years to come, including the sort of
improvements to our streets and parks we would like to see. We have
more details on the project in an article on page 3. Please come to help
launch this effort.

The February 17 meeting agenda will also include a discussion of civic
association activitiesandinitiatives for the coming year, including fixing
up the berm behind the post office on Monroe Street, neighborhood and
parks cleanup, the county’s Columbia Pike housing study, attracting
membership from new and old apartment buildings, the Fourth of July
Parade and Picnic, the Election Day Bake Sale, Holiday Fund Drive,
caroling in Douglas Park, and anything else the membership decides to
address in the coming year. A tentative list of our priorities is on page 4.
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Randolph News

'BID FOR KIDS’ AT RANDOLPH ELEMENTARY’S ONLINE AUCTION

For the first time, Randolph Elementary invites you to preview some
of our exclusive and unique items online and place your bids from
the comfort home.

To view and place a bid online please visit http://www.randolphpta.info.
Online bidding began on February 2, and will close Thursday, February
19 at 7.00 pm. Online bidders are welcome to continue their bidding in
person on Friday, February 20 at 7.00 pm at the Spaghetti Dinner and
Silent Auction to be held at Randolph Elementary on South Quincy
Street. At least twenty additional items not shown on the website will
be up for bid/raffle at that time. For more information please send an
email to randolphauction@verizon.net.

Items up for bid include dinner for ten from Marrakesh restaurant,
helicopter rides for up to forty children, a laser tag party for twelve, ski
or snowboard lessons, yoga classes and theater tickets.

See the fun at the Randolph Pre-Inaugural ‘Sock Hop’ on p. 5.
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DOUGLAS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION « ARLINGTON, VA
MEETING CALENDAR

The DPCA executive committee has scheduled regular meetings on the third
Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm at Arlington’s Walter Reed Fire Station No 9,

1900 South Walter Reed Drive at the corner of 19th Street South.

NEXT REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, February 17,2009 at 7.30 pm. The annual election of officers will occur at
this meeting. See page one for other agenda items. All are welcome.

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE
PRESIDENT

John Snyder, 703.892.2887, jusnyderS4@comcast.net
VICE PRESIDENT

David Meistrich, 703.920.4001, meistrichd @yahoo.com
TREASURER

Linda Dye, 703.979.6276, wvwcdyels@starpower.net
SECRETARY

Annette Pigott, Annette.Pigott@verizon.net
AT LARGE

Bob Cowan, 703.979.3081, bcowan@rlcjr.com

Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net
RANDOLPH LiaisoN

Rita Wiggins, 703.521.472S, roserita_wiggins@apsva.us
Parks COMMITTEE

Marty Nielsen, 703.979.8777, mrtynlsn@gmail.com
TrarFic COMMITTEE

Bob Cowan, chair, 703.979.3081, bcowan@rlcjr.com
PARKING LiaisoN

Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMISSION DELEGATES
John Snyder, 703.892.2887, jusnyderS4@comcast.net
Lane Nemirow, 703.271.1111, lane@pop.net
Debbie Falco, 703.919.5131, falcodl@verizon.net

Civic FEDERATION DELEGATES
Linda Dye, 703.979.6276, wvwcdyels@starpower.net
Reid Goldstein, 703.697.4941, rgoldstein@stratsight.com
Rebecca Krafft, 703.553.4140, rebecca_krafft@hotmail.com

DOUGLAS PARK NEIGHBOR NEWS
ADVERTISING SALES

Mitch Opalski, 703.553.1942, mopalski@aol.com
DEsIGN AND LAYouT

Adam Henderson, 703.608.8615, douglaspark.news@gmail.com
EDITORIAL

Sharon Scott, 703.486.0933, sescottva@yahoo.com
DisTRIBUTION

Jamie Daly, 703.521.4567, jamie22204@yahoo.com
WEBMASTER

Nancy Limprecht, nlimprecht@yahoo.com
SPANISH TRANSLATION

Benjamin and Angel Ousley, ben_and_angel@hotmail.com
ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION

Vs page (business card)—$25 1 page—$100

Y4 page—$60 Full page—$250
Sponsorships and discounts are available, call Mitch for information.
Send check (payable to DPCA) and ad information to
Mitch Opalski, 3129 12th Street South, Arlington, VA 22204.
He will provide information on preparing and submitting your ads.

NEXT DOUGLAS PARK NEIGHBOR NEWS DEADLINE
Articles and Ads Due  Distribution
Issue 83.02: Fri, Mar 27, 2009 Sat/Sun, Apr 18-19, 2009

DOUGLAS PARK ON THE WEB
WEBSITE
http://www.arlingtondpca.homestead.com
LisTSErv
Send email to douglaspark-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

DPCA News

JOIN (OR REJOIN) THE DOUGLAS PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION

he Douglas Park Civic Association has been active in maintaining
and improving the quality of life in our community for many years.
We need your membership support to keep it up. Here is what we do:

* Represent Douglas Park’s interests to the county board and staff
on matters affecting our neighborhood, like use permits for local
businesses and development plans. For example, we commented
on the use permit application proposal for a huge Brown’s
Nissan sign towering over the Pike—the sign allowed is much
more appropriate. The civic association was actively involved in
the permitting process for the new Majestic Oaks development
on South Glebe Road, the new housing built on South Taylor
Street a few years ago and the renovation of the Quebec Gardens
Apartments. DPCA advised the county on the new Arlington Mill
Community Center design, was our voice regarding potential
development of the Litman Law Building just across the Pike and
other such projects. The county board and county staff always
want to know what the residents think about new projects—the
civic association is the primary means of communication.

¢ Advocate for safety improvements on our major roads. DPCA
advocated for the four-way left turn lanes at South Glebe Road and
Columbia Pike, reducing the amount of traffic cutting through
our neighborhood and making that major Arlington intersection
work better and more safely for everyone. DPCA also advocated
for funding and was involved in the planning of the pedestrian
improvements currently under construction along South Four Mile
Run Drive. We were also the driving force behind the pedestrian
crossing stop light on South Glebe Road at 12th Street South so we
can safely cross South Glebe Road. And who can forget the efforts
for the four-way stop at South Monroe Street and 14th Street South?
That intersection is much safer now in part because of the efforts of
the DPCA.

+ Plan and advocate for traffic calming and street, sidewalk, lighting
and parks improvements. The speed cushions on South Quincy
Street—making it safer for the children attending Randolph
Elementary (and everybody else)—speed cushions slowing down
traffic on South Monroe Street and 18th Street South, sidewalk
and lighting improvements on 16th, 14th, Quincy and Pollard
Streets, (and coming to South Oakland Street), replacement play
equipment in Douglas, Doctors Run and Monroe Parks all came
about through the work of the DPCA.

¢ Plan for the Columbia Pike revitalization. DPCA representatives
took the lead in planning for the Pike revitalization including the
Form Based Code, which provides incentives for development,
provided that the size and design meet the standards developed
in advance by the Pike neighborhoods. DPCA representatives
have been active in the Pike streetscape improvement planning
efforts, encouraging county action on projects such as utility
undergrounding, transportation initiatives and the sidewalk
upgrades now underway from South Garfield Street to South Glebe
Road. This work continues through DPCA representatives on the
Form Based Code Review Committee (reviewing tweaks to the
code), and in the upcoming county housing study on the Pike.

 Promote our schools. The DPCA helps to publicize the excellent
schools serving Douglas Park (such as recognition of Ward Merritt
as Teacher of the Year at Randolph Elementary and Wakefield High
School’s climb to the top of the Washington Post Challenge Index),
provides information to parents about our schools, advocates for
building improvements (such as current efforts to improve lighting
for classrooms at Jefferson Middle School) supports the PTAs (such
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as our support for the Randolph Fall Festival) and supports the
Wakefield scholarship fund.

* Provide a forum for information and communication. DPCA
provides this newsletter, an excellent website loaded with
information about our neighborhood and the broader community,
and provides the DPCA listserv for lively discussions of everything
from yard sales to pending action on ordinances affecting Douglas
Park. In the recent controversy about accessory dwelling units,
DPCA provided a constant flow of accurate information about the
proposals. DPCA also facilitated adoption of innovative residential
permit parking restrictions to help reduce tensions in areas where
parking is tight.

+ Coordinate with other neighborhoods. DPCA leaders are in
constantcommunication with theleaders of nearby neighborhoods
to ensure we are all aware of new developments, develop consensus
regarding issues that affect more than one neighborhood and work
together with the county for common goals. An example is our
recent efforts to give more enforcement tools for the police trying
to control public drinking near the intersection of the Pike and the
bike trails along Four Mile Run. Douglas Park residents and the
DPCA lead the fight to deny a liquor license to Hi-Cue Billiards, an
establishment already associated with more than enough trouble
in years past.

+ Communicate with the police. DPCA is in constant contact with
our police department to provide residents with information about
criminal activity and to keep the police informed of residents’
observations and concerns.

* Help neighbors. Every year we raise thousands of dollars to help
families in need at the holidays—just what communities are
supposed to be about. You make the contributions, DPCA helps
get them to the right places.

 Have fun. DPCA sponsors the Fourth of July Parade and Picnic,
a gathering of the whole community with music, food, sno-cones
and amusements for the kids. We also sponsor a Winter Dance
(hoping to revive after a year off in 2009), caroling in Douglas Park
at the holidays and the Election Day Bake Sale (where we have as
much fun saying hello to each other as eating the goodies).

All of this is done through the efforts of volunteers, and your personal
support. We need your membership—and your financial support—to
keep making it happen. This is your community—and we need your
help to maintain and improve it. Thank you in advance for joining, or
rejoining DPCA.

TREAT A

JOURSELF!

...to a relaxing therapeutic massage.
One-hour Swedish, Deep Tissue, or Shiatsu
service. Also, 15 or 20-minute seated sessions
for head/neck/shoulders.

Call Reggie Nixon 703-685-7496

-

NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PLAN UPDATE LAUNCHES

e’re launching the effort to update our Neighborhood

Conservation Plan at the DPCA meeting on February 17,2009. The
Neighborhood Conservation Plan is a plan for how we want to preserve
and promote the quality of life in our neighborhood. It advises the
county regarding development, transportation, housing and everything
else that makes up the neighborhood. It is our plan, with our vision for
what we want to do — and not do! You canread our current plan on the
DPCA website at http://www.arlingtondpca.homestead.com.

Updating the Neighborhood Conservation Plan is a requirement
to maintain eligibility for funding for Neighborhood Conservation
projects like new sidewalks, streetlights and curb, gutter and parks
improvements. The next project in our queue is upgrading the surface
and lighting on the path to Randolph School through Doctor’s Run
Park, improving safety and visibility for families walking children to
and from school and the extended day program and for anyone else
walking from South Quincy Street through the park to South George
Mason Drive.

Debbie Falco is the Douglas Park Representative to Arlington’s
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC). The NCAC
facilitates the process by which each civic association gets funding
from the Arlington County Board for improvement projects To receive
funding, each civic association must participate in a ‘points system’.
One mandatory requirement of the points system is an updated
neighborhood plan every ten years. Our conservation plan serves not
only to communicate the needs and desires of Douglas Park, but also to
state our vision for other issues like development. When completed, the
plan will be presented to the NCAC for approval.

Since our plan was last updated in late 1998, this is the year to get it
done—but it’s a large task for one person and any help would be greatly
appreciated. No meetings are required. Any assistance with writing
and/or submission of your reports can be via e-mail. Steps to update the
plan include a survey of residents, updating sections on Douglas Park
history, our parks and other amenities, summarizing the survey results
and preparing recommendations for inclusion of the plan.

Topics to be covered include:

¢ History of Douglas Park
* Roads and transportation
¢ Schools, the fire station and neighborhood businesses
e Parks and nearby community centers
* Maps and pictures for PowerPoint presentations
If you are able to lend a hand with any of these topics, please join us at

the February 17 meeting as we get started, or let Debbie know at falcodl@
verizon.net.

1\

WV

e bt

presbyterian church

703.920.5660 www.arlingtonpresbyterian.org
3507 Columbia Pike at South Lincoln Street
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DPCA News, ctd

Civic ASSOCIATION PLANS FOR 2009

o ur ‘to-do’ list so far:

* We need to do something to improve the appearance of the berm
on Monroe Street behind the post office. Although the Postal
Service is responsible for the upkeep of its property, getiing it done
will likely take direct action by the civic association. Even though
the Postal Service has shown little interest in taking care of this
area, they are not likely to object if we do it ourselves. This would
be a great Neighborhood Day work project.

* We need a clean up day (or two). Some ‘people’ (this is a family
newsletter, so the description will stop there) have been dropping
trash all over the place—in the parks and on the streets. It needs to
be picked up. Shall we pick a weekend morning for the effort? Let’s
not wait until Neighborhood Day in May.

+ Update the Neighborhood Conservation Plan (see page 3).

 The Fourth of July festivities, Election Day bake sale, holiday
fund drive (and shopping for gifts to the families), and caroling in
Douglas Park are all planned and carried through by volunteers.
Should we do another home tour? Will we revive the Winter Dance
next year? We start planning well in advance. While we have
leaders for most of these efforts, we need an infusion of volunteer
help for all of them.

¢ Build membership from apartment buildings. We need a concerted
efforttoattract members from the new West Village condominiums
at Four Mile Run Drive and Walter Reed, the new Halstead building
at Walter Reed and the Pike, and from all the other apartment
buildings in the neighborhood.

* Pike Housing Study. The county is planning to launch a study
of housing along the Pike, the last step in the Pike revitalization
planning effort. It will be very influential on the shape of things
to come if the apartment complexes in our neighborhood are to be
renovated or redeveloped. One study goal is to preserve affordable
housing on the Pike. A very large amount of such housing, about
2,300 units, is in Douglas Park. Typically, property owners are
offered incentives to maintain or increase affordable housing
units. The incentive is typically authorization to build more
densely on a site. Additional density on a site can be a good thing
if done properly, or not, if not done properly. Our vigilance will be
critical.

What else belongs on the list? Our civic association is very active in the
number and quality of events we hold each year, and in the projects we
undertake. We can do more, or we can do less. It depends 100% on the
personal involvement of our residents.

WANT PERSONAL LOCAL
SERVICE? LET'S TALK.

Sue Gruskiewicz
Financial Advisor

801 North Quincy Street
Suite 150

Arlington, VA 22203
703-243-9276

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

www.1640Stafford.com

VIRTUAL TOUR & SLIDES

1640 Stafford Street, South
Douglas Park — Arlington, Virginia

Specializing in residential
Traditional sales
Short sales and foreclosures
I can negotiate with banks

$694,000
3 bedrooms - hardwood floors, doors, stairs
2 baths - open floor plan on main & upper
3 levels - lower level with workshop, laundry,

hobby/rec room, storage, sheds

¢ Original house was extended backward to form the new
kitchen, great room, and private screened porch

e Roof was raised to build huge master bedroom suite with
Jacuzzi, double sinks, shower, his and her closets, skylights,
custom windows, private balcony and more storage

e Large screened porch and MBR balcony look into the trees

e Beamed cathedral ceilings, original woodwork, ceramic tile,
good entertainment flow, privacy for your hot tub,

e Finest upgrades and finishes —built by owner/master craftsman

e Long driveway — plenty parking, terraced yard, perennials

CAROLE SKOLE
703-585-8034

Licin Va. & DC

21 years experience as a realtor NSt
Arlington resident 25+ years: i

“I know the neighborhood”
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Around the Neighborhood
and the County

OUTREACHTO OUR TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN

Randolph Elementary is collecting cards, letters and care package
items to send to our ‘adopted’ US Army troops stationed in
Afghanistan. Donations can be dropped off in the main office of
Randolph Elementary during regular school hours. Here are some wish
list items from the troops:

 Support letters and snacks, including protein bars, granola bars,
trail mix, hot cocoa mix, instant soup mix, individual drink mixes,
chips and chocolate candy until May 1.

* Baby wipes, hand sanitizer wipes, toiletries, non-aerosol air
fresheners, current magazines and newspapers, word puzzle books,
AA and AAA batteries.

* Games such as board games, chess sets, checkers and dominoes;
recorded TV shows (with commercials!), a variety of music CDs,
note pads, pens, calendars, all- occasion cards to mail home, travel
mugs and DVDs.

Anything that could help our soldiers occupy their downtime would be
greatly appreciated. In spring and summer they would also appreciate
insect repellents with DEET and NERF toys.

PARENT-INFANT EDUCATION PROGRAM SESSION

resource and information session on child development for

Arlington parents and caregivers of young children (infants and
preschoolers) will be held Saturday, February 28 from 9.00 am to noon
at Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 16th Street South in Arlington.
Information will be available from a variety of community agencies
and organizations and workshops will be held on child development
milestones and language and sensory processing.

Pre-registration is requested—either by email to eparral@arlington.
k1z.va.us or by phone to 703.228.7239. This event is sponsored by
the Arlington County Early Intervention Interagency Coordinating
Council for the Infant and Toddler Connection of Arlington’s Parent-
Infant Education Program (PIE).

KENMORE PTA SILENT AUCTION

he Kenmore Middle School PTA is sponsoring a silent auction and

raffle on Friday, March 20 from 6.30 pm to 9.45 pm to support
Kenmore’s Arts and Communications Technology Focus Program. The
auction is open to the community and will feature donations from
restaurants, theaters, fitness studios and much more. Dinner will be
available for purchase at the event and student musicians and dancers
will perform.

At Kenmore, students are taught the middle school curriculum through
arts and communications technologies and are engaged in a variety of
activities that provide a rich learning experience.

Sharon
Landini at

For more information please contact the event co-chairs,
Beermann-Curtin at sbeermas@hotmail.com or Karen
landkam@yahoo.com, 703.528.6549.

SEARCHING FOR SCIENCE-BASED GARDENING
INFORMATION ON THE WEB

Virginia Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners will offer
guidance on how to access reliable, science-based gardening and
environmental information on the Internet at a free workshop Friday,
February 20 from 10 am tonoon at Arlington Central Library’s Computer
Lab at 1015 North Quincy Street. For more information, registration
details and directions call 703.228.6414.

Randolph News, part 2

RANDOLPH'S INAUGURAL 'SOCK HOP' HELD JANUARY 16

efore the real inauguration took place on January 20, Randolph
Elementary was the scene of an inaugural ‘Sock Hop’ Ball on Friday,
January 16.

i Amid festive and patriotic
decorations and in an atmosphere
of joy and anticipation, students,
staff and their families danced to
tunes spun by DPCA’s favorite
v DJ, Sabra, made Valentines for
soldiers as part of the Adopt-A-
Platoon program, enjoyed pizza
and dessert provided by the PTA,
and participated in an opening ceremony honoring our nation’s flag,
President-elect Barack Obama, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Revelers
received American flags and had a chance to win inauguration-themed
door prizes including Barack Obama pins, fans, tote bags and posters.

There was even a surprise visit from our own
‘Barack Obama’ and ‘Joe Biden’ accompanied,
of course, by their Secret Service detail. It was
a wonderful party marking an historic occasion
and enjoyed by all. The ball was the brainchild
of Randolph principal Renée Bostick, and was
supported by many Randolph staff members.

ABOVE:
AT RIGHT:

Students enjoy the pre-Inaugural Sock Hop’ at Randolph Elementary.
Barack Obama (John Devlin) and Joe Biden (Joseph Sachs) pay a surprise
vist to the Randolph ‘Sock Hop’. They are accompanied by ‘Secret
Service’ agent Pam Clark, who moonlights as Randolph's Specialist for
Gifted and Talented Education. Both gentlemen are fifth graders at
Randolph.

Proudly serving Douglas Park
and all of Arlington / Alexandria

Combining Quality, Compassion and Care

Our Services:

* Companionship

¢ Light Housekeeping

* Medication Reminders

* Errands and Shopping
* Meal Planning & Preparation
* Bathing Assistance

We will develop a personalized care plan for each client,
delivered wherever our client calls home.
e Private Residence
* An Independent
Senior Living Community
* An Assisted Living or
Group Home

e A skilled Nursing Facility

* (Nursing Home)
A hospital, acute care,
rehabilitation, or hospice facility

Call for your FREE In-Home Assessment!

703-558-3435

Owned and Operated by Douglas Park Resident Mitch Opalski
h www.synergyhomecare.com ‘
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Smart Drivers Know

rosenthalauto.com

Where a few minutes will save you thousands!

ROSENTHAL JAGUAR/LAND ROVER ~ ROSENTHAL JAGUAR/LAND ROVER

TYSONS CORNER CHANTILLY
1592 Springhill Road, Tysons Corner, VA 4120 Auto Park Circle, Chantilly, VA
703.893.1700 703.679.4000

www.jaguarchantilly.com
www.landroverchantilly.com

www.rosenthaljaguar.com
www.rosenthallandrover.com

ROSENTHAL FAIRFAX HONDA ROSENTHAL CHEVROLET
11020 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax, VA 3400 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA
703.934.8500 703.920.8700
www.fairfaxhonda.com www.rosenthalchevrolet.com
ROSENTHAL FAIRFAX VOLKSWAGEN  ROSENTHAL JEEP

11050 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax, VA 3400 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA
703.273.6700 703.920.8700

www.fairfaxvw.com www.rosenthaljeep.com

ROSENTHAL FAIRFAX VOLYO ROSENTHAL CHRYSLER
11050 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax, VA 3400 Columbia Pike, Arlington, VA
703.591.1820 703.920.8700

www.fairfaxvolvo.com www.rosenthalchrysler.com

ROSENTHAL ARLUNGTON MAZDA ROSENTHAL GAITHERSBURG MAZDA
750 North Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 625 North Frederick Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD
703.527.3000 301.212.3000

www.arlingtonmazda.com www.gaithersburgmazda.com

ROSENTHAL LANDMARK HONDA
5125 Duke Street, Alexandria, VA
703.823.8000

www.landmarkhonda.com

ROSENTHAL ACURA
623 North Frederick Avenue, Gaithersburg, MD
301.840.9333

www.rosenthalacura.com

e Free phone estimates &
advice

ALL PLUMBIRE, TNE.

*SERVICE, PARTS
INSTALLATION

e Lowest minimum service
charge in Northern VA

e Usually same-day service.

Why YOU Should Call All Plumbing ="

1. We’ve served all Northern | 5. Compared with the top 20

2.

VA, 24/7, since 1970.

We guarantee service
within 24 hours — usually
on the same day. We
schedule 2 hour
appointment windows, to
minimize your wait, & call
when we're on the way.

. Free cost estimates &

phone advice. All calls
answered by a person.

. Your satisfaction is 100%

guaranteed, We're bonded,
licensed, and insured, and
a Better Business Bureau
member. Highly rated by
Service Magic.

Northern VA plumbing
firms, All Plumbing had
the lowest minimum
service charge. We have
flat rate prices for many
services. No travel fees.

. Our plumbers average

more than a decade’s
experience, and we use
the latest technology.

.We do it ALL—all indoor &

outdoor plumbing, plus
water heaters, basement
waterproofing, clearing
water & sewer main clogs,
gas piping/connections—
and much,much more.

520 OFF COUPON

www.allplumbing.com

a 703-525-7973

Parlez-Vous

ANGLAIS? since 1939

Sanz is authorized under federal law to enroll non-immigrant alien students
Sanz esta autorizada por la ley federale para inscribir estudiantes extranjeros
Sanz est autorisé par la loi fédérale d'inscrire les étudiants étrangers
sous le statut de non immigré.

/ Financial Aid If You Qualify
+ AM, PM and Weekends!
' Se Habla Espafiol

Seven Corners Campus
6182 Arlington Blvd. Falls Church, Virginia 22044

1(877)844-2505

We specialize in
estate & trust services

Estate & Trust Planning

Estate & Trust Tax Preparation _g
Probate Administration "

To learn more, call

703-920-9444

or e-mail I

siegel @lsiegelc

or visit us online
www.lsiegelcpa.com

Laurie F. Siegel, CPA
Member; AICPA « VSCPA « NATP
1307 S. Monroe St., Arlington, VA 22204
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The Perfect
Fit for Your
Teeth!

¥esy W

y 450 N Thomas St
Arlmgton VA 22304

LAM & BOCAGE 703.522.5513

www.lamandbocage.com

pricing.

Ward Pest Control, Inc

4625 Old Dominion Drive
Suite B-1
Arlington, VA 22207
703-248-3631

Serving the D. C. Metropolitan area for 34 years, we offer a full
range of residential pest control services,
treatments, warranties and wildlife management.
groups rate us as one of the top firms for quality of service and

including termite
Consumer

Mortgage Money is plentiful and rates
attractively low, although buyers seeking
record-low interest rates for loan amounts
over $625,500 may be surprised to find
rates between 6.5% and 6.75% with no
points in the last few weeks. Jumbo rates
have been higher since frightened investors
stopped buying those loans. As the
mortgage crisis deepened last year,
investors turned to smaller loans that
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac buy from
lenders and then sell. Fannie and Freddie
bought loans that did not exceed $417,000
for several years. Both companies were
federally chartered, and investors treated
their loans as if they were guaranteed by
the federal government, making them a
safer bet. Last year, the government seized
control of Fannie and Freddie and made
that guarantee official. As part of an
economic stimulus package, the
government raised the limit for loans
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac can buy from
$417,000 to $729,750. On 1/1/09 the
$729.750 cap was lowered to $625,500 and
anything above $625,500 now falls into the
jumbo loan category.

Assessment Values versus Market
Values. Arlington County preliminary
data reveals that the average assessment
for single family property would drop 2%,
from $530,100 in 2008 to $520,100 in
2009. Market statistics from the realtor’s
mls data base, MRIS, reveal the following
sales price declines from November 2007
to November 2008: 13% average decline
for condos, 22% average decline for
townhouses, and a 19% decline for single
family houses ($483,600 average sold
price for all three residential categories).
The County does acknowledge that their
mass appraisal formula for computing
assessed values has a diluted effect
compared to more recent sale values and
lags behind the last 6 month market trends.

The median price of homes sold in
Northern Virginia in 11/08 was $335,000,
which is a decline of 21.18% compared
with 11/07°s median price of $425,000.

FREE Report on Getting the Price
You Want and Need When Selling
Your Home
www.SettingYourHousePrice.com

Casey O'Neal
Associate Broker
703-824-4196
RE/MAX Allegiance
www.caseyoneal.com

FREE Notary

Service for Douglas
Park Residents!

Buy Any One of Our
Listings or Any Home
through Our Team
and if YOU Are Not
Satisfied within 18
Months, We’ll Buy it
Back or Sell it for

Free!
www.buybackorFree.com
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FREE Special Report From Realtors Mike Webb and Claudia Webb:

29 Essential Tips That Get Homes Sold Fast (And For Top Dollar)

Mike and Claudia are now offering their special report —vital reading for anyone selling a home
now or in the near future.

In this special report Mike and Claudia share many of the tips that professionals utilize to help
maximize a home’s potential and actual worth—and most importantly help you drive up the
selling price. You'll learn many important things you need to do, but more important may be
the things it tells you not to do, things that could cost you dearly at the negotiating table.

&
s

To get your free copy of this report, call Mike and Claudia Webb at 703-979-3016

ﬁu\? The Mike Webb Team, LLC

Above
g

REALTOR®

Buy or Sell one house through the Mike Webb team, LLC
& have access to This Truck, for life

For more
information, Iy ou i .
lease call us at R i | considering selling
p A e v e R your home, or would
To-aiFable C s E - just like to know the
Mike Webb Team, Lic current market

703-979-3016

bt thnsms frmlnlakinmins.cam
REMR wosmzons

SOLD

value, Please do not
hesitate to call me

Ba Mable Cupaial
T3~ ure- 1000

RlEiﬁril\goﬁs\x for a free, no
Mike Webb obligation market

703 979-3016 analysis.

I your property has been listed for sale with another broker, this is not intended as a solicitation of that listing
Printed inthe U S A Posal Mailing Solution. 1 -B88-832-8178

Thank 'The Douglas Park Civic Association
yo u! thanks the Mike Webb Team for their
= ’9’5 generous gift to defray the cost of

printing Neighbor News.

The Mike Webb Team LLC ® 703-979-3016 @ http://northernvirginiahouses.com



